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“The Cave” of the Listening Room.
PHOTO BY MANDEE K. HAMMERSTEIN

Sonic
heaven
A Solebury couple
faithfully recreates
music with state-of-theart audio equipment
and high-fidelity vinyl
pressings for parties at
their sound studio.
By LIZ JOHNSON
CORREPSONDENT

COURTESY WILLIAM P. GOTTLIEB

Lost recordings from a 1975 Sarah Vaughan concert will be played on
high-end audio equipment at a basement studio in Lambertville.

Want
to know
more?
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John Nirmaier and Patti Giro

Art of Sound
is at 201
S. Main
St., Suite 2
Lower Mill in
Lambertville,
New Jersey.
To book
a seat for
Thursday’s
6:30 p.m.
event call
609-4835000 or visit
www.theart
ofsoundllc.
com.

You won’t need a passport or
a trip back in time to hear jazz
great Sarah Vaughan perform in
a cavernous, Parisian night club
setting.
On Thursday night, Solebury
Township residents John Nirmaier and Patti Giro will open up
their Lambertville, New Jersey,
Art of Sound studio to the public for a free listening of a lost
recording of Sarah Vaughan performing at a 1975 Netherland’s
jazz festival.
The recording was unearthed
by executives at Fondamenta,
a French company that makes
high-end Devialet speakers. They
remastered the recording, releasing a limited edition album that
sells for $100.
The event is free, and a sampling of French foods and wine will
be served, but limited to 30 seats.
It’s one of a series of public events
Art of Sound intends to host.
Nirmaier and Giro opened the
3,900-square-foot Lambertville
“listening room” two years ago.
Situated in the basement of an
old mill, stone archways and timber framing provide the backdrop
for four, homey listening nooks
where audiophiles can sample
sounds from equipment that can
cost upward of $125,000.
“I’ve turned my passion into
my retirement fund,” said Nirmaier, who is one of eight distributors of Devialet speakers in the
country.

Art of Sound boasts a series
of exclusive sound components,
including Sonus Faber floor
speakers manufactured in Italy
in the same area known for
Stradivarius violins. Their walnut
cabinets are culled from a forest
the company owns and include
titanium woofers. Each speaker is
specially mounted on a four peg
platform so it doesn’t touch the
floor, allowing the sound’s vibrations to penetrate the room.
Devialet’s round, omni-directional speakers have a 24-carat
gold panel on each side, pushing
in and out with the sound’s vibration, making for great sound and
a fun show.
Nirmaier’s equipment is about
as top of the line as any residential listener can buy. For example,
Audioquest cables, made of copper and silver, cost from $125 to
$60,000.
“It’s one reason why everything sounds so good,” said
Nirmaier while previewing the
Vaughan album.
Nirmaier got his start selling
specialized sound equipment to
public schools for students with
hearing disabilities. From there,
he branched out into communications equipment for hospitals.
But shifts in the business cut into
his profits and he started looking
elsewhere to grow.
Nirmaier has plans for other
events, some in the vein of the
newly recovered Vaughan recordings, others educational, such as
what streaming services to use
or how to decide on a streaming
device.
They also rent the space out
to others, including a music
therapist who did a seminar on
the pursuit of happiness through
music, or a showing of local artist.
“We’re just enhancing someone’s lifestyle,” said Nirmaier.
“It’s just good energy,” said
Giro.

